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Public school education in Puerto Rico 

Less is spent per public school student 
on Puerto Rican students than for the students of any US state 

Table 1 

Puerto Rico summary data and rankings (NCES, 1996-97) 

Measure Rank 

Public school expenditures $1,833,066,282 35 

Public school expenditures per pupil $2,962 52 

Public school expenditures $1,178,821 �19

Public school students 618861 ;/() 

Public school teachers 39743 .. ('J 

Public student/ teacher ratio 15.6 !':) 

School administrators 2421 30 

School administrators per teacher 0.061 48 

Public school administrators per student 0.004 42 

Public schools 1555 �' I 

Public students per school 397.98 -�-� 
, .. ) ' 

··-·-··-·--

This is a preliminary comparison of Puerto Rico's public school system including size and expenditure in 
relation to those of US states and the District of Columbia. The aim of this preliminary comparison is to 
determine if we want to investigate further the positioning of public schools in the broad range of Puerto 
Rican infrastructure. 

The statistics presented here are directly translated or calculated from 'State Profiles of Public Elementary 
and Secondary Education, 1996-97' produced by the National Center for Education Statistics (available at 
http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2000/stateprofiles/index.html. The majority of NCES statistics are based upon the 
US Department of Education's Common Core of Data (96/97). Thus this is a snapshot of the 1996-1997 
fiscal year. Public school education is compared by student population, expenditure, teaching and 
administration, as simple measures of size, scope, efficacy and efficiency respectively (see below for 
suggestions on further investigation of these). 

The tables over page show comparisons between Puerto Rico's public schools including: 

• Kentucky, Mississippi, West Virginia, North Dakota and South Dakota (as they are amongst the
poorer of US states and as such have been used as comparison points in Hex papers)

• US states combined

• Peer states according to raw values / rankings

• Top and bottom ranking states (to show range)

As both Puerto Rico and Washington DC are included in the rankings, 52 is the lowest possible ranking. 









Table 4 

Teachers with student ratios (NCES 1996-97) 

Nu mber of Rank nur-nber Di Student-teacher F-�ank

Pu blic school Public school ratio Stuclent-teache:-

United States 
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Dist. of Columbia 
No rth Dakota 
Texas 
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Table 5 
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Administrators with student and teacher ratios (NCES 1996-97) 
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Rankings on the figures below have been calculated according to whole ratios - only rounded ratios are 
presented here, however the rankings remain consistent with the original. 

--------- ----- - - - - -�-�-��- -� -- -����- - -� ----- -�--- -----Number of t-<anv. Admin istrators c;::11,Y Administra t ors I 

administrat ors 1,1 umherof per teacher l\cl1nin::-;,,cilc;1::-c per
.
stud e nf-1 -- . .. ·····-·--·-- -- - --+-- - - - - --+-- - - - - --+-- - - - - --l----- -�--- ----·----·- ------1 

c·, ::� inist(:�1to :Jer tc::.;ac!:c:- 1 
----------·------1-- - - - - --1-- - - - - --+-- ---- --I-- - - - ------- ---- -- ----

U n ited S t a tes 20428 2.00 0.077 -
-
- 0:004

Dist. of Co lumbia 772 l!; 0.146 ' O 010
'North D akota 913 44 0.116 4 

7 
0.008 

- --- --·- · --! 

0.005 l 6 reg on 2 7 0 3 2 9 0. 101
: �- -- -- --+-- - - - - -+--- -- - --t--- - - - ---<- - - - ---+-------···· 

0.006 Mississippi 2839 2 i 0.097 8 

----- -- - - - --+-- - - - - --+-- - - - - --+-- - - - ---+--�--� --- ·----- -------- -- --- - --· ·- ·---: S o uth Dakota 862 4& 0.090 
Wes t  Vir ginia 1702 37 0.081 

17 

25 

0.006 
0.006 ,��-� -- - -+--- - - -��+--- - - -��+--- - -��--c---1f---- - - - -�+----------- ----Wyom in g 5 38 52 0.080 2B 

New Hamp s hir e 965 43 0.07 6 
Ca Ii fo rn i a 1 7 8 11 1 0. 0 7 2
Pennsylvania 6947 9 0.065 

0.005 
35 0.005-

40 0.003 
45 0.004 1��- - - - - -+-----���+--- - - -��+--- - -��-,--lf--- - - - - -+--- - - -·-·---- -

Oh io 6667 10 0.061 -1- i 0.004 ! 

Pue-rfo-Ric -o--------+---- -2-4_2_1-+-- - - - --3-o-+-- - - -
0-. -0 -6 -1--t------ - -- - -- ·-4-s-- -+----0.604

'=====-- --+-- - - -===-+-- - - - -�=+-- - -�===-+--- ·-- ····- ·---=-==---=--s- --�== 
I New York 10898 3 0.059 4 C! 0.004 
i Arizona 2361 31 0.058 50 0.003 
! Kentucky 1903 34 0.048 52 0.003 




