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I. Evaluation of School Systems

See attachment 1 for a list of variables used in evaluating school systems. 

II. Student Demographics

Factors affecting student performance. Numerous factors interact to affect student 
performance outside of the effectiveness and management of schools, including 
household income, parent education level, parent involvement, family structure, 
community, etc. 1 Schools with students from single parent, low-income households and 
other correlated factors are not fated to perform poorly, however. Many school districts 
have been successful in overcoming such factors to help students achieve proficiency. 

Poverty. Over 495,000 students, or 80.9% of all students in the Puerto Rico schools, are 
eligible for free or reduced lunch, a key indicator of poverty within a school district, and 
the highest percentage of any state or the District of Columbia. 2 Puerto Rico has the 8th

largest population of free and reduced lunch recipients in the country. 

Migratory students/ mobility. 

Limited English Proficient. 

Enrollment in public and private system. Puerto Ricans are almost twice as likely to 
enroll their students in private schools than the rest of the United States. 19% of Puerto 
Rican students attend private or parochial sc],wols, 140,443, compared to 10% in the 

3
. . 

entire US. 

Education of Population .. The percentage of Puerto Rican workers with no high school 
degree is almost double the U.S. Half.of P,uerto

_.
Rican workers dropped out before 

receiving a high school degree compared tc,.a qu.�rter in the U.S. as a whole. In the state 
with the highest proportion of dropouts, Mississippi, 3 5% of the workers lack a high 

Factors correlated with student achievement include household income; 
2 No other state has as high a percentage, although a district, the Cleveland Public Schools, has a 
higher percentage, 82.3%. NCES, Overview of Public Elementary and Secondary Schools, 2000-2001, 
Table 10. 
3 U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Common Core of Data, 
"Public Elementary/Secondary School Universe Study," 1999-2000. 










































